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SOME PAGES FROM UNION HEIGES 


The Facts Concerning Larkin’s 
Departure to America. 


(Reprinted from ‘' The Voice of Labour ’’ of April 12, 1924.) 


CONNOLLY’S OPINION OF LARKIN. 
“The man is utterly unreliable—and dangerous because unreliable.” 


“He must rule or will not work.” 


“ He is consumed matty jealousy and | hatred of anyone who will not 
cringe to him and beslaver him all over. 


SECOND EDITION. 


TRISH TRANSPORT AND GENERAL WORKERS’ UNION, 
35 Parnell Square, Dublin, 
* 1927. 


SOME PAGES FROM UNION HISTORY. 


Why Larkin Went to America ‘‘as a Free Lance’’ and then Cursed 
“‘ Those Who Prompted This Undertaking!” 


HOW CONNOLLY REFUSED TO BE TORPEDOED BY THE “BIG 
NOISE WHEN PLANNING INSURRECTION. 


18 
THE REVOLUTIONARY “ MISSION ” MYTH. 


In its issue of June 16, 1928, the “ Voice of Labour ” i 
letters written by Mrs. Lillie Connolly, widow of the iy 
oa ee by Mrs. pentbieen Cele, widow of the late Tom Clarke, 

men mainly responsible for the Republican I i 
eee Week, 1916, and by Alderman Wm. titicn "General aoe 
a Le LT. & G.W.U., an intimate, personal and political friend of 

10 ‘onnolly and Clarke, giving the lie direct to James Larkin’s 
pepeaved Rearemene bing veut on mission to America at the express 

3 - H. Pearse, Thomas Clarke and i i 
with the revolutionary movement in i ia ET In 


Voices of Other Days, 


_ Below we reproduce (1) some of Larkin’s statements on hi 
erie to America; (2) the Tefutations made by Mrs. Giscke Se 

onnolly and Alderman O’Brien, and (3) some hitherto unpublished 
correspondence from James Connolly, from Larkin himself, and from 
others, disposing once and for all of Larkin’s claims to any share in the 
revolutionary leadership of 1914-1916. These throw much-needed light 
pon Larkin’s real reasons for going to America, Connolly’s opinion on 
the tour and the happily successful effort Connolly and ‘his friends in 
Dublin—the General Officers of the I.T. and G.W.U., against whom 
emai s envenomed vituperation has been poured out week after week 
oa many months past—made to prevent Larkin’s attempt to disrupt 
the Labour-Republican alliance which produced Easter Week. y 


A Question Answered. 


It may be asked: Why were these document: 

D : 3 S not d rp 
ahs answer is twofold. In the first place so long as vette etre, 
endeavour to do harm to, or create trouble amongst, the workers there 
Ags Boren o — documents until the history of the past 

years should come to be written. In the second pi: “of 
Larkin’s own letters now produced la i iiavlnintae a 

Jett y hidden 
poneotten until his recent disastrous insistence Pigg ay eo es, 
rene eeupelied heer, peng brought to light with Beomerane 

a on the great humbug whose malignity i 
which he thought would damn and down sense Satie oe ae eee 


Larkin was ‘not in | vith? j 
peril in love with” in the first week or so of the world 


A few notes on dates and events vil 
clear to those who have forgotten, Psat ia Aes ane ig documents 
of events from 1913-14 until after 1916, aware'ot, the ‘sequence 
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April, 1914: Peace, 

In April, 1914—exretly ten years aco—the outbreak of the World , 
War was undreamt of. Although the Trish Volunteers and Trish Citizen 
Army were in existence there was no prospect of revolution or insurrec- 
tion in Ireland and the handful of Irishmen who worked for insurrection 
were confined to a small group in the I.R.B. and the Fianna and a few 
others, like Connolly himself, who sympathised with them but were 
outside those organisations. On the other hand the I.T. and G.W.U. 
and the Labour movement in Treland were exhausted, financially and 
numerically, after the great struggle of 1913. Inside the Union things 
were very difficult and troubles of all kinds were brewing and Larkin’s 
attitude—due possibly to the undoubted fact that, in his own words, 
he was ‘ not [feeling] too fit ’’—aggravated the situation. 


A Labour Mission. 

In that month, as will be seen from the letters dated April 28, 1914, 
April 30, 1914, May Ist, 1914, Larkin was arranging for a personal tour 
by himself not only in America, but in New Zealand and South Africa. 
About the same time, as will be seen by James Connolly’s letter of 
June 15. 1914. Tarkin’s letters of July 1, 1914, and Aucust 18, 1914, 
and William O’Brien’s of Aucust 21, 1914. the Trish Trade Union Con- 
gress and Labour Party were contemplating sending a delegation for. 
funds to America and it was proposed that Larkin should be one of 
those forming the delegation. 


‘‘ A Free Lance.’’ 

The Trish Trade Union Congress was willing that Larkin should be 
one of its delegation. But its delegation was not to be a one-man 
affair. This did not suit Larkin’s book; he would go as the whole 
delegation or as nothing. When the Congress did not agree to this, he 
washed his hands of the official delegation. In his letter of August 18, 
1914, to P. L. Quinlan, New York, and at the meeting of the Executive 
of the Congress three days previously, Auzust 15th, 1914, he announced 
his intention of going ‘‘as a free lance,’’ in his own exact words. To 
Quinlan, but not in Ireland, he made it plain that he was “ not in love 
at present with the work here.’? But on July Ist, 1914, he had written 
to Con Lehane, New York, that he was “‘ going out to represent tho 
new Trish Labour Party and our own Union!” 


August, 1914: War. 

Connolly’s letter of July 23, 1914, shows that Larkin proposed to go 
in September. In that last week in July the European situation was 
verging on war. Within a fortnicht—in fact two days before Sir 
Edward Grey declared war on Germany—Connolly declared his intention 
of doing his utmost to make preparations for insurrection and got in 
touch with P. H. Pearse, Tom Clarke, Sean MacDermott, etc., through 
William O’Brien. Part of the sequel to that declaration is seen in 
William O’Brien’s letter of June 12, 1923. Another part is seen in 
Connolly’s letter to O’Brien of September 5, 1914: ‘' 1 gave Jim a hint 
in case it might reach him otherwise—nothing definite. But he says he 
is golng to America in threo weeks.’”” The war was a month old then 
and the revolutionary plans at least a fortnight old—but still Larkin 
went off to America ‘as a free lance,’’ and anyway on August 18, 1914, 
when the guns were belching fire and death in Flanders, and Connolly, 
Penrse and Clarke, etc., were planning revolution didn’t Larkin write 
to P. L. Quinlan: ‘T have not had a holiday for years, and | am not In 
love at present with the work here, and maybe the change would do 
good all round?” But in May and June, 1923, Larkin was declaring in 
Dublin, Droichead Nua, Wexford, Waterford, Cork, ete., that against 
his own wishes he was sent on a revolutionary mission and “ for three 


days Patrick Pearse, Tom Clarke, and his own dear comrade, Jim 
Connolly, came to him time and time again and said, ‘ Jim, you must 
go and no one else.’ ’’ 


Ave, Cesar! 

Larkin went all right, but altogether on his own—and then in April, 
1918, he wrote te Thomas Foran: “ May the curse of thousand years 
rest on those who prompted me to this undertaking!’ Did he mean 
Connolly, Pearse and Clarke? He could not have meant them for they 
didn’t send him. He must have been thinking of himself in the plural 
then as he was when like a King or Emperor he wrote the late Con 
Lehane: ‘‘ We hereby appoint you Ambassador.”” 


Connolly Saves the Situation. ; 


How was he showing his affection for his ‘‘ dear comrade, Jim Con- 
nolly,’’ on the eve of his departure? That question is answered in 
Connolly’s telegram of October 5, 1914, and his letters of October 5 
and October 7, 1914. He was relegating Connolly to a post which would 
have prevented Connolly and those Labour men who acted with him 
from co-operation with the revolutionary movement. Had Connolly 
accepted that arrangement the I. T. & G. W. U. might not have sur- 
vived the war and it is certain that the names of Connolly, Clarke and 
Pearse would not have been associated for all time as that great trinity 
of revolutionists who set Ireland on the path to freedom. , 

Larkin’s manifesto of farewell published on October 24, 1914, is 
characteristic: ‘‘ The members are invited to subscribe my expenses at 
six pence or a shilling a week.’’ But he didn’t offer them even a stamp 
in return! 


tT. 
LARKIN’S CLAIM CHALLENGED BY SURVIVORS. 
BLOWING HIS OWN HORN. 


“His friends—Connolly, Pearse and Clarke—asked him to go to 
America. He did not want to undertake the mission and preferred to 
stay at home so as to be ‘with them in the hour of peril, but_being 
prevailed on by Pearse and Clarke, who spoke to him for three hours, 
he went and worked as no other man had worked, until he broke himself 
up physically. He worked in the dark of the night to get the money 
that was necessary to carry on the struggle.” ; 

From report of James Larkin’s Speech in Droich 
(‘‘ Leinster Leader,”’ June 9th, 1933)" ai 


‘*Mr. Larkin went on to say he was sent on the a i 
Connolly, Patrick Pearse and Thomas Clarke to bring - Neca aan 
the Irish Insurgent Movement for immediate and vital help... . and 
when the time came he would give date and document and full proof of 
his statement.”’ 

From report of James Larkin’s Speech i 
(‘The Echo,” May 26th, me ne 


“ After a few weeks the speaker was asked to go to A i 
pacts for the purpose of putting up a defence On behalf. Sf the Trish 
ple. 
From report of James Larkin’s Speech in W: 
(‘ Waterford News,”’ May 25th, 1993). pie 
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“hey said to him ‘You have to go to America,’ and he replied, 
“No, I am not going; someone else will have to go to America, but 
not me; I am going to stand here, and when the flag goes up I want 
to be with it.’ Hor three days Patrick Pearse, Tom Clarke, and his own 
dear comrade, Jim Connolly, came to him time and time again and said, 
“Jim, you must go, and no one else.’ Some people, even some of his 
own Union friends, had been telling them that he went to America to 
get money to rebuild Liberty Hall. That was a hie. He went to 
America to bring heart, help and hope to those who were going to assert 
their manhood and live true to the traditions of their race.”’ 


from report of James Larkin’s speech in Cork 
( Cork Examiner,’’? May 29th, 1923). 


“He left the Quays in 1914 at the appeal of James Connolly. He 
was the superior officer, and yet he bowed to the appeal that was made 
to him by Connolly, Pearse and Tom Clarke.” 

From report of James Larkin’s speech at Connolly 
Commemoration Meeting in O'Connell Street, 
Dublin, May 13, 1923. 

(“Irish Times,’’ May 14, 1923.) 


MRS, CLARKE’S QUESTION. 


To the Editor, ‘‘ Trish Independent.” 

(Printed May 16, 1923.] 
Sir, f : 
In a report of the James Connolly Celebration Meeting on Sunday 
Jast, Mr. James Larkin is supposed to have said: ‘* 1t was on the appeal 
of Connolly, Pearse and Tom Clarke that he left Dublin in 1914. He 
(Mr. Larkin) was the superior officer, and yet he bowed his head to the 
appeal made to him.” - 

If this report is correct | would like to ask him to explain what was 
the nature of that appeal, and what he means by ‘ superior officer.’ I 
ask this explanation in a friendly spirit, but publicly as the statement 
was made. ; ; 

Though I never had the pleasure of meeting Mr. Larkin I have a 
great admiration for some of the things he did in the past. 


KATHLEEN CLARKE. 
31, Richmond Avenue, Fairview, 
May, 1923. 


FLIGHTS OF FANCY. 
Yo the Editor, ‘ Irish Independent.” 
Sir 
Mr. James Larkin has not chosen to answer the questions I addressed 
to him through your paper some weeks ago. I presume he is unable to 
answer them—his statements being a flight of fancy or little romance 
of his own, to try and explain away his leaving Treland. 

It was a clumsy attempt to fasten on the dead the onus of an act 
which many would classify as not creditable, and which even Mr. Larkin 
apparently thinks needs an explanation. | 

fhave no objection to Mr. Larkin’s flights of fancy, only when they 
take the form of saddling our heroic dead with sins not theirs, and 
through it posing as a magnificent figure of greatness and humility. 


KATHLEEN CLARK 
81, Richmond Avenue, Fairview, 
9th June, 1923 
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MRS. CONNOLLY EXPOSES FALSEHOODS. 
To the Editor, ‘‘ Irish Independent.”’ 


Sir. 

Like my friend, Mrs. Tom Clarke, I have been awaiting with interest 
to see what reply Mr. James Larkin would make to Mrs. Clarke’s 
challenge of his extraordinary statements, and it does not surprise me, 
with the knowledge in my possession, that Mr. Larkin is unable to 
reply, und offer any justification for his conduct in endeavouring to trade 
on the memory of Ireland’s martyred dead, to justify his going to 
America in 1914. 

He apparently believed that all those who could contradict his men- 
dacious statements were sleeping in Arbour Hill prison yard, but there 
are many still alive who will not allow to go unchallenged his attempts 
to cover his going and staying away at the most critical period in Ire- 
land’s history by stating that he was sent to America by Tom Clarke, 

5 Pearse and my husband (James Connolly). 

When I visited my husband for the last time in Dublin Castle Hospital 
a few hours before his execution he told me that he had given instruc- 
tions to his trusted friend and comrade, William O’Brien, who had 
been in touch with all his activities up to Easter Week, and that if 
necessary he (William O’Brien) would be in a position to state the 
acts. 

In view of Mr. Larkin’s attempt to use my husband’s name to cover 
his own absence from Ireland while the fight was on, I now call upon 
Alderman William O’Brien to come forward and state what he knows of 
the relations which existed at that time between Mr. Larkin and James 
Connolly, and whether or not Mr. Larkin’s statement is true. 


LILLIE CONNOLLY 
(Widow of James Connolly). 
36, Belgrave Square, Rathmines, 
1lth June, 1923. 


ALDERMAN O’BRIEN ACCEPTS MRS. CONNOLLY’S INVITATION. 
To the Editor, ‘‘ Irish Independent.” 


Sir,—In response to the request addressed to me by Mrs. James 
Connolly mes. the statements made by Mr. James Larkin as to 
the reasons given by him for his departure to America in 1914, I desire 
to state briefly the facts :— 

Shortly after the outbreak of the European War in August, 1914, 
Connolly and I discussed the situation, and at his request I arranged a 
meeting through Eamon Ceannt, in 25 Parnell Square. There were 
present, amongst others, at this meeting Tom Clarke, Sean M‘Dermott, 
Joseph Plunkett, P. H. Pearse, Thomas MacDonagh, John M‘Bride. 
Arthur Griffith, Sean M‘Garry, Sean T. O’Kelly, Liam Cullen, Sean 
Tobin, together with Eamon Ceannt, James Connolly and myself. 

At that meeting the situation created by the war, as it affected 
freland, was fully discussed, and a certain line of action was decided 
upon, to which all those present gave their adherence. One result of 
that meeting was a decision regarding the Asquith meeting at the 
Mansion House, and Mr. Larkin only betrays his ignorance of and want 
of touch with the events of those days when he states that it was pro- 
posed to “ seize the bodies ’’ of Asquith and Redmond. 

What was decided on was that possession should be taken of the 
Mansion House on the night before the meeting, so as to prevent the 
meeting being held. This project was abandoned when it was found 
that the Mansion House was held strongly by British military forces. 
T was warned by Tom Clarke, following the meeting above referred to, 
to be careful about letting Mr. Larkin know what was going on. 3 
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Tried to Humiliate Connolly. 


Mr. Larkin has stated that he only consented to go to America at the 
urgent request of James Connolly, Tom Clarke and P. H. Pearse, and 
against his own desires. The truth is that Mr. Larkin had arranged 
several months before October, 1914, to tour America by arrangement 
with William D. Haywood, of the Industrial Workers of the World. 

Larkin’s relations with Connolly at this time can be realised when 1 
state that he proposed to humiliate Connolly by placing him in a 
subordinate position during Larkin’s absence under a man who was, in 
Connolly’s opinion, ‘as little trusted by the Labour men as he is by 
the Nationalists.’’ Connolly refused to agree to this arrangement, and 
would have resigned his position in the Union rather than submit to 
such a humiliation. 

Thomas Foran, General President of the Union, and the Committee 
at Liberty Hall also strongly objected to Larkin’s proposal, which he 
was then forced to abandon, and Connolly was appointed Acting General 
Secretary, with what results to Ireland are now well known 

A fortnight ago I told Larkin myself that I knew his statements 
regarding his mission to America to be false, and he thereupon under- 
took to produce proofs of their accuracy, but I am still awaiting their 
production. 

At present I am unable to go into this matter in more detail, but at 
a later period I hope to be able to do so. 


WM. O'BRIEN 


77, Botanic Road, Dublin, 
12th June, 1923. 


I. 


THE FACTS REVEALED BY CORRESPONDENCE, 


April 28th, 1914. 
ead Office, 1. T. & G. W. U., Dublin. 
Patrick H. Hickey, 
General Secretary and Treasurer, 
United Federation of Labour, 
Wellington, New Zealand. 


“ Dear Comrade, 

nyeltat Cte I am instructed by Mr. Larkin, who proposes going to 
New Zealand, arriving there about the month of September, if arrange- 
ments can be made for him in the large centres of population, to ask 
you if you can do anything in the matter to facilitate him in getting 
through a goodly number of places in a short space of time. In this 
intention he has a double object in view—the first propagandist, and 
the second the raising of funds to develop co-operative enterprise in 
Dublin so that in time the workers may be their own employers and 
strikes and lock-outs with their aftermaths of misery will for ever cease. 
The subject of his discourses will be ‘The need for the new Unionism.’ 
Again thanking you for your contribution and in anticipation of an 
early reply.” 


7 


April 30th, 1914. _ ‘ 
From James Larkin, Dublin, to 
Joseph Pick, 
Capetown, South Africa. 
** Dear Comrade, 
eae es The possibilities are that I may be travelling through your 
country within the next few months ...... 
I am, 
Thine fraternally.’’ 


May Ist, 1914. : 
From Head Office, I. T. & G. W. U., Dublin. 
Mr. Will Cook, 

West Bromwich. 
“ Dear Sir, 
OEE Mr. Larkin is in Glasgow... .... I am consequently not 
in a position to give you a definite answer as to what Sunday in October 
or November he could offer you. Indeed I am sceptical as to his being 
able to offer you any, for he has a trip in his mind which may keep 
him away from the shores of Great Britain and Ireland beyond the 
months mentioned......- 7 


June 15th, 1914. : F 
From James Connolly, Belfast, to William O’Brien, Dublin. 


“ Dear Bill, 


Yours fraternally, 
JAMES CONNOLLY.” 


July ist, 1914. 
From James Larkin, Dublin, to 
Will Lawther, Miners’ Official, Durham, England. 
“Dear Lawther, 
EUs si I am afraid that I cannot accept the meting that you have 
KOU ay a ai os 0 I want to get things arranged so that | may get away 
on the American tour. I am not too fit, but that is not the reason for 


my non-acceptance of the meetings...... ' 
Thine to the last turning.” 


July Ist, 1914. 5 
From James Larkin, Dublin, to Con Lehane, New York. 
“Dear Lehane, 

Bee, Si 6st I intend to cross over the big stream about August. Daly 
is writing the Party in America to fix up dates for me. 1 am going out 
to represent the new Irish Labour Party and our own Union. I would 
be glad if you could do anything in the way of fixing me up for meetings 
in or about New York. If you come across Paddy Quinlan you might 
inform him that I intend to go over. I am not going to speak for any 
Section; Iam prepared to speak to any Section. Subjects: ‘‘ The New 
Industrial Movement; Labour Movement in Ireland; What the Worker 
Wants’ and other subjects. I am writing you hurriedly so that you 
may know what my intentions are. Keep in touch with us here in 


Wishing you good luck.” 


July Ist, 1914. 
From James Larkin, Dublin, to a South African Correspondent. 
“Dear Madam, 

eye sBiea) 3" Je You will, no doubt, have heard that I am going out on tour 
about August. I have one or two invitations from South Africa which 
I may accept. I would be glad of any advice from you or if you could 
put me in touch with anyone in the movement out there... ... 


Thine fraternally.”’ 


July 16th, 1914. 
From James Larkin, Dublin, to a Correspondent in Great Britain. 
“* My dear Graham, 
Pe erica My going to America prevents me from accepting any 
engagements till my return...... - 


July 28rd, 1914. 
From James Connolly, Belfast. to Wm. O’Brien, Dublin. 
“Dear O’Brien, 
. .... : Jim Larkin told me that he would probably go out to the 
States in the first week of September... ... 
Yours fraternally, 
JAMES CONNOLLY.” 


August 18th, 1914. 

From James Larkin, Dublin, to 
Patrick L. Quinlan, New York. 

Dear Quinlan, 

O’Brien has handed me your letter. ..... I intend coming across 
to God’s own country. I have written Lehane and have asked him to 
arrange meetings for me. I think that possibly some good might come 
of a talk at first hand. Conpolly and O’Brien and the Labour Party in 
Ireland wanted me to come out as a sort of deputation from the 
Labour Movement here, but I had intended previous to the request 
submitted to me going out as a ‘ free lance’ and, if opportunity offered, 
putting the case as I can see it from the Irish working-class standpoint, 
and to explain in words the constitution, methods and the spirit of the 
Transport Union. Anyhow I am coming across, whether it be in a week 
or a month, to see what the real position is in America. 1 have not had 
a holiday for years, and | am not in love at present with the work here, 
and maybe the chango would do good alj round. I have had invitations 
from Canada, New Zealand and Australia and I was proposing taking 
a run right round with a view of collecting monies in advancement of 
the movement here at home ...... I cannot expect a reply from 
you before I leave, but you might notify the comrades that I intend 
pening across. Give my regards to big Bill Hayrood if you meet 

Rint «ensue aie 


August 2Ist, 1914. 
From Wm. O’Brien, Dublin, to Con Lehane, New York. 

Re eee eee We have been thinking of making an appeal for funds in 
the States to enable us to put forward Labour Candidates in the first 
election to the Home Rule Parliament .., . . . Also the sending over 
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Ww it was the desire that Larkin should be 
See Pome pn was discussed at a full meeting of the 
National Executive of the Irish Trade Union Congress and Labour bad 
on Saturday last, and it was decided to, send two men out OAS ene 
funds. But what was our surprise when we proposed pas ae sai 
quite definitely that he would not have anything to do with ae) ure. 
position, and that he Intended to go to America as a Free Lano| 

” 


Sent. 5th, 1914. 7 ’ 
From James Connolly, Belfast, to Wm. O’Brien, Dublin. 


“Dear Bill, 


a Yours fraternally. 


JAMES CONNOLLY.” 


Sept. 5th, 1914. : é 
Cablecram from Con Lehane, New York, -to William O’Brien, Dublin. 
“Hear Larkin coming here. What is position? LEHANE.” 


Sept., 1914. , ftcce ae 

‘ableeram fi William O’Prien, Dublin, to Con Lehane, New York. 

ont Official dclebation abandoned. Act for Larkin. Wrote last Tuesday. 
O’BRIEN.” 


Sept. 8th, 1914. = ; ; 
aaa Con Lehane, New York, to William O’Brien, Dublin. 


“T cabled you a day or two ago stating T had_ heard (from Pat 
Qninlan) that Larkin is coming out here, and asking you what the 
position was......- ae 


Sept., 1914. 
ole Wm. O’Brien, Dublin, to Con Lehane, New York. : 

“TJ got your two letters and cable, but deferred writing until the 
National Executive met. The meeting took place on Aucust 29th. ... 
the project is dropned for the present. Larkin has said several times 
that he intended going to the States, and stated yesterday that he would 
goin a fortnight...... uy 


Oct. 5th, 1914. feed f 
Telerram from James Connolly, Belfast. to William O’Brien, Dublin. | 
« Jim Is appolnting Daly In charge of Union. See Foran. Am writing 


be CONNOLLY.” 


Undated. Received in Dublin, Oct. 6th, 1914. . 
From James Connolly, Belfast, to Wm. O’Brien, Dublin. 


“Dear Bill, 
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*such an arrangement would be unilearable, and unworkable. For one 
ithing we could never hope to maintain an understanding with the 
Nationalists if Daly was in command of the Transport Union. They 
would not trust him, have him, or co-operate with him, and the 
Transport Union would become a mere dues-collecting Union if a man 
with the character of Daly for evading difficulties was in charge. Other 
reasons you will readily see. I think you should at once get hold of 
Foran and tell him Jim’s proposition, and get him to see that the 
‘Committee makes it clear that they will not agree to any such proposal. 
The danger is that Larkin will publicly announce it first, and that would 
make it as difficult to alter as it would be to carry out. The Committee 
‘could avoid this by meeting immediately and raise this among other 
questions before any public announcement is made. 
Yours in haste, 
JAMES CONNOLLY.” 


Oct. 7th, 1914. 
From James Connolly, Belfast, to Wm. O’Brien, Dublin. 
“* Dear Bill, 

Your letter to hand. At present | feel like declining the ‘ honour ’ of 
eee under Daly even if it meant losing entirely my position in the 

nion. 

As T see things now there is a magnificent chance for the Transport 
Union all over Ireland as the one Labour organisation aggressively active 
on the true Nationalist side. It has an opportunity of taking and 
keeping the lead. But if a man who is distrusted by both Nationalists 
and Labour men is in charge of that Union I see nothing before it but 
decay and disorganisation and the absolute loss of Labour support to 
the Nationalist cause as of Nationalist support to the Labour cause. 

And as you know Daly is as little trusted by the Labour men as he is 
by the Nationalists. 

That the control of the Insurance Section should be left to me is 
incomprehensible, except on the supposition that it was given me in 
Secor to concentrate upon me the unpopularity which that nasty job 
entails. 

I shall anxiously await word from you of the intentions of Foran and 
the Committee. 

Yours fraternally, 
JAMES CONNOLLY.” 


Nore—When writing above, Connolly did not know, though he subse- 
quently learned, that the affairs of the Health Insurance Section 
were in such a bad condition that, a few months after Larkin’s 
-departure, the Insurance Commissioners decided to hold an enquiry 
as to whether they would be compelled to withdraw approval; and it 
was only on the earnest appeal of Connolly that the Commissioners 
agreed to permit the Section to continue under conditions laid down 
by them. 


‘Extract from Manifesto by James Larkin published in the ‘ trish 
Worker "’ of October 24th, 1914. 


“To the Members of the Trish Transport Workers’ Union.’’ 

“T have found it necessary for the benefit of the above Union and in 
the interests of its advancement to go on a lecture tour in the United 
“States of America... ... The members are invited to subscribe my 
expenses at sixpence or a shilling per week. You pay all expenses and 
‘take all results...... All monies accruing from my tour goes to 
‘rebuild Liberty Hall, and start productive works ...... 


JIM LARKIN.” 
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CONNOLLY’S OPINION OF LARKIN. 


The following extracts from the letters of James Connolly to William 
O’Brien show that Counolly thoroughly understood Larkin’s character :— 


May 24th, 1911. 
““ UTTERLY UNRELIABLE.” 


September 13th, 1912. 
“HE MUST RULE OR WILL NOT WORK.” 


“He does not seem to want a democratic Labour movement; he seems 
o want a Larkinite movement only. ‘The situation will require the most 
icate handling... ... This seems tame and slavish advice, and it 
s, but it is, I fear, the only way to get him on the move again. He 
just rule, or will not work, and in the present stage of the Labour 

vement he has us at his mercy. And he knows it, and is using his 
ower unscrupulously, I regret to say. We can but bow our head and 
ry and avert the storm... ... I am sick of all this playing to one- 
an, but am prepared to advise it for the sake of the movement.” 


July 29th, 1913. ; 
“ CONSUMED WITH JEALOUSY AND HATRED.” 


‘*To make matters worse, I confess to you in confidence that I don’t 
ink I can stand Larkin as a boss much longer. He is simply unbear-- 
le. He is for ever snarling at me and drawing comparisons between 
what he accomplished in Belfast in 1907 and what I have done, con— > 
eniently ignoring the fact that he was then the secretary of an English © 
organisation, and that as soon as he started an Irish one his union fell 
o pieces, and he had to leave the members to their fate. He is: 
onsumed with jealousy and hatred of anyone who will not cringe to him 
id beslaver him all over. He tried to bully me out of the monies due- 
our branch for administration benefit of the Insurance Act, and it 
as this that brought me to Dublin last week. He did not succeed, 
nd had to pay £37 which was due my staff as wages. I told him that 
he was Larkin twenty times over he could not bully me, that T was: 
harging for no one cent he had not contracted to pay for, and that I 
not going, to hire clerks and leave them without their wages to suit 
Retain Ons.<9 { would formerly have trusted to his generosity in: 
neial matters, now L would, not trust him at all. Larkin seems to: 

he can use Socialists as he pleases, and then when his end is 
erved throw them out,, if they. will not bow down.to his majesty. H- 
will never get me to bow to. him.” 
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